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charitable towards the poor deluded Christians, for they did
the best they knew how, and would find a certain amount
of compassion from the Almighty.

" The custom among the Arab men of allowing a tuft of
hair to grow on the crown of the head," Mr. Lane tells us,
" the rest of the head being shaved, is said to have originated
in the fear that if a Moslem should fall into the hands of an
infidel and be killed, the unbeliever might cut off the head of
his victim, and, finding no hair by which to hold it, put his im-
pure hand into the mouth in order to carry it." Another ver-
sion is that the tuft will be convenient to take hold of on the
day of resurrection. When Arabs.are beheaded, which to them
is the most terrible death, as the body does not go entire be-
fore the great and final tribunal, friends come forward to the
guillotine to ask permission to put the head and body together;
for the head and body are thrown by this" lugubrious engine
of destruction into separate baskets.